
UPCOMING EVENTS: 

 

  

MONDAY, JUNE 28 
First day of Camp STEP 

 

 

 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 31 
First Day of School 

Grades 1-12 

Noon Dismissal 
 

 
 

 WEDNESDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 1 

First Full Day of School 
12:30 dismissal for Kdg. 

 
 
 

HAVE A SAFE & ENJOYABLE 
SUMMER! 
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Educationally Speaking 
 

Rabbi Simcha Dessler 
Educational Director 

Rav Yosef Chaim Sonnenfeld, zt"l, Rav of Yerushalayim, would dance 
with hundreds of children as he celebrated the festival of Simchas    

Torah. 

One Simchas Torah a child approached the venerable sage and asked 

the following question: Toward the end of Musaf we recite Ein 

Kelokeinu, There is none like our G-d, There is none like our master, 
followed by Mi Kelokeinu, Who is like our G-d?  Who is like our Master? 
Should the prayer not be reversed? Shouldn't we first ask: “Who is like 

our G-d" and then respond that, "There is none like our G-d!" 

The Rav responded with a smile, a compliment, and a parable. A wise 
individual navigates a long, darkened cave by creating various mark-
ings in order to find his way back to safety. The fool, however, rushes 

haphazardly into the cave, fails to create a path for himself and is 
therefore at risk of starvation or worse. 

So, too, explained the Rav, we are required to establish signs and 
boundaries for ourselves lest we stray from the derech hachaim, the 

proper way of life and the path of our ancestors. Thus, first and fore-
most, we must acknowledge: "There is none like our G-d, there is none 

like our Master!" Firm in our conviction, we are now on the correct path 
– the King's Road – ready to ask: Who is like our G-d?   (see reference 

in this week’s parsha to derech hamelech nelech, we will travel on the 

King’s Road). 

This child was soon to leave Yerushalayim for an extended period of 
time and the Rav cautioned him to establish his own points of reference 

to remember his Jewish identity and the path set forth by his ancestors 
who preceded him. 

Forty years later, the child – now an adult and a Holocaust survivor – 
returned to Yerushalayim testifying that throughout the horrors and 

atrocities of World War II he was often ready to give up but each time 
this happened he remembered the advice of Rav Sonnenfeld and he 
never forgot his message. Indeed, he endured pain and suffering but 
merited to emerge from the abyss perhaps because of the boundaries 

he established for himself. 

In our lives, any transition requires a plan for success. As we enter a 
well deserved summer vacation, we, too, ought to establish signs and 
points of reference for our children. Youngsters of all ages thrive on 

routine and structure.  Vacation is a welcomed time, but it can come at 
a steep cost if we fail to utilize it properly and reinforce the past year’s 
productive schedule of learning. If we set goals and objectives for our 
children over the summer, we will prepare them for a win-win opportu-

nity: a reinforcement of the past year's academics and a chance to re-
lax a bit and energize for the coming year as well.        

Have a wonderful Shabbos!  



The 6th grade talmidim were eagerly anticipating 

the Gedolim Fair.  They had prepared beautifully by 

meticulously researching their assigned Gadol.  

Each boy prepared a written essay, oral report, He-

brew paragraph and a detailed, colorful poster de-

picting the Gadol.  The tzadikim represented ranged 

from early Rishonim to modern day Achronim.  As 

the day approached, the excitement mounted.  The 

opportunity to address the entire Yeshiva Ketana 

with their oral reports and display their posters for 

parents and the entire school was enough of a rea-

son to be excited.  

When they heard 

the special surprise 

the boys could 

barely conta in 

themselves.   Not 

only would they be 

reporting about the 

Gedolim of the 

past, our talmidim 

would be addressed 

by present day Ge-

dolim as well.  

Rabbi Malkiel Kotler, Rabbi Dovid Schustal, Rabbi 

Elya Brudny among others would address the 

talmidim and view the exhibits. 

All the boys in the Yeshiva Ketana came to school 

dressed in white shirts to show the proper kavod 

haTorah.  Rabbi Newman opened the assembly by 

conveying the message that becoming a Gadol was 

a real possibility, taking small steps can add up to a 

tall mountain.  Rabbi Dessler introduced the Roshei 

Yeshiva by reminiscing about remarks his father, 

Rabbi N.W.Dessler, had shared about his detailed 

memories of being in the house of Rav Chaim Ozer 

Grodzinski – and helping us feel as if we were 

there. 

Each boy showed off his poster with the seforim 

written by that tzadik.  They answered questions as 

they proudly showed off their handiwork.  At the 

conclusion of the Gedolim Fair, each boy spoke for 

a short time describing the time period of their 

Gadol and a poignant story displaying the gadlus 

of the tzadik. 

To make this project even more meaningful and 

lasting we asked each boy to choose one of the 

many middos that the gadol shined in.  They were 

then asked to improve in that one middah, bli 

neder, in a concrete way. It is truly gratifying to 

hear from our students, 

years later, how this project 

improved their avodas 

Hashem. This year, with the 

amazing added atmosphere 

of the visit by the Roshei 

Yeshiva, there was a buzz in 

the auditorium as each 

talmid gave a personal 

“Sholom Aleichem” to each 

of them. The genuine     

ahavas haTorah was palat-

able to all.  The experience 

was even more uplifting and 

sensational than ever be-

fore.  We are confident that b’ezras Hashem this 

Gedolim Fair will live in all of us for many years to 

come.  May we only have nachas from our budding 

gedolim! 
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Yeshiva Ketana—Gedolim Fair 
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Yeshiva High School 

The Yeshiva High School held a wonderful Father/

Son Chavrusa Program this past Sunday morning. 

In the presence of a large audience, Rabbi Yoel 

Fleisher conducted a siyum on Meseches 

Kidushin. Rabbi Fleisher was joined by Ari Gold-

man and Shalom 

Dessler who will be 

finishing this me-

seches shortly. 

Mazel tov on this 

wonderful accom-

plishment. 

 

The Yeshiva High 

School and Kollel 

welcomed Rabbi Malkiel Kotler and Rabbi Dovid 

Schustal, Roshei Yeshiva of Beth Medrash            

Govoha, 

L a k e -

w o o d , 

NJ. 

 

At the 

Ye sh i v a 

H i g h 

S c h o o l 

g radua-

tion this past Sunday afternoon the audience 

heard from: Dr. Howard Goldman, chairman; 

Rabbi Shlomo Eisenberger; Rabbi Zev Busel; 

Rabbi Yitzchok Kasnett; Mr. Gary Ziegler and 

each of the graduates. We wish our graduates 

continued hatzlacha. 

 

It is hard to believe that the end of the year has ar-
rived.  The last week of school has been very busy in 
the Yeshiva Ketana with bechinos, end of the year 
trips and lots of class parties. 

After a very productive year of learning it is no won-

der that all of the Rabbonim who came to give bechi-
nos this week had only admiration for all of the Reb-
beim and talmidim in all of the classes.  A very sin-
cere thank you to the following Rabbonim who made 

time in their busy schedules and graciously agreed to 
give the bechinos: Rabbi N. Burnstein, Rabbi Y. 
Greenwald, Rabbi B. Hirschfeld, Rabbi A. Lebovics, Rabbi Y. Meisels, Rabbi A. Newman. 

Our first and second grades went bowling this week for their 
end of the year trip where they had a fun filled morning to-

gether with their Rebbeim and Moros. 

The rest of the Yeshiva Ketana – grades 3-6 - went on their 
annual end of the year BEAM trip to Fun-n-Stuff.  Talmidim and 
Rebbeim alike had an amazing time miniature golfing, rock 
climbing, riding on the go-karts and bumper boats and enjoy-
ing all of the other fun things to do there.  All of the boys dis-

played amazing middos tovos and good sportsmanship. 

Of course every class had end of the year parties and barbe-
cues.  Prizes, awards, food and lots of good fun were had by 

every class in the Yeshiva Ketana.  Our end of the year assembly featured our annual year in re-
view slide show which was cheered by all of the boys as they watched and remembered all of the 

wonderful times they had all year. 

We wish all of our talmidim and their families an enjoyable and healthy summer filled with lots of 
learning, lots of doing mitzvos and lots of fun!  We can’t wait to welcome you back at the end of 
the summer! 

Yeshiva Ketana (cont.) 
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Girls Elementary Division  

Mrs. Yuspeh’s fifth graders hosted an end of 
the year mother-daughter brunch. The girls 
performed Shiras Devora in song, with original 

choreography touches added. Under their 
teacher’s tutelage they also created a special 
video presentation, depicting several scenarios 
that commonly occur interpersonally in a 

school environment. Special mention to all the 
budding actresses, to Mrs. Lefkowitz for her 
time and “behind the camera” expertise, and 
for all the mothers and bubbies who attended.  

Both fifth grades participated in our ongoing 

social skills program. Mrs. Gross and the girls 
shared tips for how to best handle peer pres-
sure situations, Mrs. Hefter discussed diversity 
utilizing poetry, discussion, song, and jelly 

beans, and Dr. Greenberg had the girls role 
play to sensitize them to feel empathy for oth-
ers. 

Both fourth grades enjoyed a siyum at the 
pizza shop upon completing Parashas Va’ara. 

Thank you, Mrs. 

D. Schlesinger, 
for treating all 
the girls to a de-
licious ice cream 

dessert and to 
Mrs. Busel and 
Mrs. Meisels for 
arranging this 

special outing. 
Both classes also 
exhibited their 

ט מלאכות' 'ל  projects to rave reviews!  

Sixth graders demonstrated maturity, respon-
sibility, and talent as they pulled together to 

perform an award winning portrayal of the 
Herman family, from “All for the Boss” fame. 
The actresses, choir members, and dancers 
gave it their all as they performed first for the 

girls’ division and later that evening for family 
and friends.  

The message of Torah-true living and mesiras 
nefesh in an early twentieth century America 

that looked very different from our present 
day, relatively comfortable environment in-
spired all those present. Kudos to Mrs. Taub 
for the original script, songs and lyrics, to Miss 

E. Freund for the choreography, and to Mrs. 
Goldstein for the time and patience spent 

practicing and perfecting this masterpiece! 
Fathers joined their daughters for a light din-
ner that was enjoyed by all. Thank you to Mrs. 

Weiss and her crew for taking care of all the 
details.  Each student received a book as a 
memento of their years spent in the elemen-
tary division, and staff members shared 

thoughts and kind wishes with the girls. We 
will miss you! 

In appreciation for the healthy bodies that 
Hashem has granted us and to do our part 
to keep healthy, students collected sponsors 

for our Exercise-a-thon. Each class exercised 
for 45 minutes; jump rope, races, capture 
the flag, elimination, limbo, dance, and 
hoola hoops were the activities chosen. Over 

$1,100 was collected for our local Bikur 
Cholim and was presented to a representa-
tive in a moving tribute by sixth graders, 

Meira Goldbaum and Chani Wolovitz, at our 

end of the year assembly. 

Tehillim packets were distributed to be utilized 
over the summer months. We are again dedi-
cating this effort as a zechus for our dear Mrs. 
Beverly Koval ה‘‘ע . Recognition and prizes will 

be awarded in September ה‘‘אי  to all 

participants. 

What would our closing assembly be without 
the endearing slide show portraying our stu-

dents at work and at play? Many thanks to our 
multi-talented MASH productions for another 
smash hit! 

We wish everyone, moros, students, and 

Academy families a safe, healthy, and rejuve-
nating summer vacation. 



It’s so hard to believe that a year has passed so 
quickly.  But when we look at our children, es-
pecially our K’tan-tan boys, we see how much 
they have grown physically, and how much 

shorter their hair is.  Children who were not 
speaking at all in September are now having 
conversations with moros and friends.  Children 
who could not sit and focus are now davening 
and participating eagerly during circle time.  

And children who would solve problems by ei-
ther crying or hitting now have developed other 
ways in which to solve their problems—using 
words, compromising, sharing, taking turns. 

They have also learned so much about being a 

Jew—so many parshiyos about our Avos and 
Imahos, about how Hashem gave us His pre-
cious Torah, a number of mitzvos, how to daven 
and what davening means, how to say brachos 
before they eat, why we celebrate each of our 

yomim tovim and what we do during each, the 
importance of giving tzedakah and of being nice 

to friends.  Each child developed a love for be-
ing Jewish, for learning Torah, for davening, for 
doing mitzvos. 

At this time a huge hakoras hatov goes to the 
fantastic, loving, caring, nurturing, creative, 

and patient preschool staff for helping each of 
our children reach his/her potential.  The moros 
worked so hard and deserve a big thank you. 

Also Mrs. Brocha Schiff and Mrs. Shana Gold-
berg have been so instrumental in keeping our 
preschool running smoothly. 

And to our parents, thank each of you for shar-
ing your precious children with us and giving us 
the privilege to teach them and encourage their 
growth and development. 

May Hashem grant all of us the wisdom to con-
tinue in this process of nurturing Jewish 

neshamos. 

Have a relaxing and enjoyable summer and 
take care of “our” children.  We’ll miss them. 

As the summer months quickly approach, our 
children are now enjoying the warm weather. 
It is a great time to pay attention to a few 

safety measures that will help protect our 
children from preventable accidents. With so 
many children on bicycles and scooters, we 
must exercise extreme caution when backing 

out of driveways. It is easy not to see a child 
if you are talking on a cell phone or relying on 
mirrors. You never know when a child chasing 

a ball may run into the street, so please avoid 
excessive speed in residential areas. Please 
review these safety tips with all drivers in 

your household. 

Teach your children basic safety measures, 
such as watching for cars pulling in and out of 
driveways, wearing bicycle helmets, and 
avoiding talking to strangers. Attention to 

these simple measures will go a long way in 
making it a safe and fun summer. 
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Pre-School 

Summer Safety Reminder 

Children who participated in the recent 
Sefer Torah Campaign were delighted 
to receive their impressive certificates 

this week. There are several unclaimed 
certificates (with unfamiliar names) in 
the main office. If you registered a fam-
ily member and would like their certificate please contact Mrs.      
Matitia. 

The program may be repeated next year, ה‘‘בע , so there may be an 

opportunity to participate once again. 

PTA Sefer Torah Certificates 



Give & Get Opportunity 

Need a project? Join us in the main girls lunchroom to open a large shipment of paper goods. 
Contact Mrs. Ruti Wolf 216-403-6294 for more details. 
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Box Tops for Education 

Please don’t forget to save your box tops over the summer! 

The Hakamas Matzeivah/Unveiling for the late Rabbi Moshe Lefkovitz,  ז״ ל, former Director of 

Development of the Hebrew Academy, will take place on Sunday, June 20 at 2:00 p.m. at the 
Lansing Cemetery (Congregation Shomrei Shabbos Section). 

The Hakamas Matzeivah/Unveiling for Mrs. Amelia Gluck,  ה ‘ ‘ע , will be held on Sunday, June 20 

at 3:00 p.m. at Mt. Olive Cemetery (Congregation Shomrei Shabbos Section). Mrs. Gluck 
worked in the HAC Greeting Room for many years. 

Hakamas Matzeivah 

Mazel Tov!  מזל טוב!    Mazel Tov!  מזל טוב!    Mazel Tov!  מזל טוב!          

• Rabbi & Mrs. Elozor Saks on the marriage of Eli Moshe to Hendela         

Soloveitchik. Mazel tov to Mrs. Esther Mann. 

• Rabbi & Mrs. Raphael Davidovich  on the birth of a daughter 

• Rabbi & Mrs. Meir Margulies on the birth of a son 

• Mr. & Mrs. Dovid Fant on the recent marriage of Dassi to Raviv Gailor 

• Mr. & Mrs. Aryeh Weiss on the birth of a grandson to Donny & Mimi Ankri 

• Mr.  & Mrs. Marc Bander and Dr. & Mrs. Jonathan Klarfeld on the forth-

coming marriage of Ariana & Ari 

• Mr. & Mrs. Yossi Israeli on the forthcoming marriage of Chenya Leah to 

Ariel David Kimhi  

PTA Birthday Book Club 

Welcome to the students who most recently joined the library Birthday Book Club. Boys: 
Shimshon Ber Kaufman, Yoni Schabes, Reuven Schlanger, Akiva Schlesinger,  Yakov 

Schlesinger, Yehuda Schlesinger, Jonah Seiger  Girls: Riva Halpern, Sadie Lipins, Tehilla 
Rivkah Moskovitz, Hadassah Schlesinger, Michal Schlesinger, Leah Seiger.     




